JOIN TEAM TJ IN THE FIGHT TO CURE CHILDRENS BRAIN TUMORS

[image: image1.jpg]



Dear Friends,

More than 3,400 children will be diagnosed with a life-threatening brain tumor this year in the United States alone.   Despite this fact, very little medical research is underway and the toxic chemotherapy treatments being used for the most common type of this disease are only partially effective and were developed over 25 years ago.  
I am riding again on May 18th to help change this.  
I ride to help all these children, but especially for TJ Ragnoni, a 6 year old boy who has a pediatric low grade astrocytoma brain tumor – the most common kid’s brain cancer.  TJ has been through two year-long chemotherapy treatments and his family lives from MRI to MRI praying that his tumor will not re-grow since only highly experimental, unproven chemo regimens are still left as options.  His family started “Team TJ” when they learned about the shocking lack of research into this disease and committed themselves to making a difference.

Through your support of my Team TJ bike ride last May in the Brain Tumor Society Ride for Research, we were able to make significant progress.   Team TJ raised $262,000 and the funds were used to directly fund several critical biology projects and an upcoming national pediatric neuro-oncology research workshop.  See http://www.TeamTJ.org  for even more information on these impressive research efforts. 

While Team TJ has made remarkable progress, we have really taken only the first few steps in a long race to improve treatments and find a cure for TJ and kids like him.   The money donated to my ride will be applied directly to specific research that could literally save TJ’s life and the thousands of other children afflicted by pediatric brain tumors.   
You can help TJ and all the kids by making a donation to help reach this year’s ambitious Team TJ goal of $300,000.  Donations may be made online at www.TeamTJ.org (click the donate button and go to my name on the Team TJ roster) or by writing a check made payable to “Team TJ - Brain Tumor Society” and sending it to Team TJ, 157 Melrose Ave, Needham, MA 02492 (please indicate on the check that it should be credited to my ride).  Your donation, no matter the amount, is very important.
Please consider forwarding this information to anyone you think might be interested in helping in this important cause. For more information about TJ and how you can help please go to the TeamTJ.org website. 

Thanks for your support
(Insert Name and contact information)
